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in Law's time, and his unpopularity was used as
fuel for the fire against the Jesuits. Soon a fourth
of Nesle's daughters came into favour with
Louis XV. She was Diana-Adelaide; born in
1714, she had married in 1742 Louis de Brancas,
Due de Villars, popularly known as Due de
Lauraguais.

The Duchesse de Chateauroux was remarkably
beautiful, but had a difficult and exacting character;
her authority once established she would allow
none to rob her of a particle of it; she was a
bewitching coquette and highly skilled in the fine
art of love. Together with Mme de Lauraguais
and Mme de Flavencourt she dispelled the king's
gloomy moods, took her place at little suppers,
balls and parties, went on the hunts and made
herself generally indispensable. Rambouillet became
once more the scene of many amusements; con-
vention was once more relaxed, and easy familiarity
replaced tedious formalities.

However, the people murmured, and not un-
reasonably; they thought the license of the king's
behaviour scandalous, and never failed to give foil
expression to their disgust. The out-spoken songs
written about the three sisters recall the pamphlets
of the time of the Fronde*

At Versailles a party hostile to the favorites was
forming; Maurepas was the prime mover; and he
spared no pains to put obstacles in the path of
Mme de Chateauroux, he encouraged outrageous
writings and did his best to destroy an influence
he detested and of which he foresaw such evil